
  

Dec 21, 2018—issue 8 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 
Dear King Families,  

Winter is here! With the excitement of 
the season often come some bumps with 
behavior and an increase in conflict as a 
result. I wanted to take some time to let 
you know our general approach to 
addressing issues of conflict here at 
King.  First and foremost, is 
conversation.  A LOT of conversation. 
This takes time and more importantly, 
lots of courage. We always encourage 
children to be brave and tell the truth.  
When two (or more students) tell 
conflicting stories, we do sometimes 
speak with other children who may have 
witnessed the conflict. Through these 
conversations we always have an end 
goal of healing and harmony.  If a child 
has made choices that have emotionally 
or physically hurt another, we work 
with him/her to create opportunities 
for repair.  
 

Dream keeper 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

It is normal for students to have what I call 
“leftovers”, where they may hold a grudge 
or be hesitant to trust the person who hurt 
them.  It is important to remind children 
that we all make mistakes and deserve 
second chances.  Holding on to anger or 
resentment usually takes more energy than 
forgiving the person who hurt you, 
although that isn’t always easy - even for us 
as adults.  Although this is fairly heavy 
subject matter, we know it’s important to 
communicate it, as it is always our goal to 
be open and honest with you as our 
partners.  If your children ever come home 
with stories (I know they can be colorful!) 
please don’t hesitate to reach out with any 
questions or concerns. 

All the best, 

Heather  

 

The idea is that if you have negatively 
impacted someone’s day, at the least you 
should be expected to do is to balance 
that out with some positivity.  Apology 
letters are often part of the repair 
process. The primary reason for this is of 
course to make amends with the person 
who was hurt, but in the process, the 
student writing the letter is also able to 
reflect on the situation and his/her 
actions. I also find that following up on 
the pair or group of students involved in 
the conflict is equally as important is the 
initial steps taken, and ideally helps to 
limit subsequent conflicts.  I try to do this 
casually during lunch or recess. For 
example, “How are things going with you 
and _____?”  Children are usually pretty 
forthcoming if it’s asked as a quick check-
in rather than being called into the office.   
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Want to make a difference in the life of your child? 

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD'S READING AT HOME! 

Hi, parents and guardians!

Are you looking for ways to support your child's reading at 
home? By reading with your child for 20 minutes per day and 
making a few simple strategies a part of your daily home 
routine, you can make a positive impact on your child's success 
in school!  

Click HERE for strategies that support 6 components of reading: phonemic 
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing. As you look 
through the document you will notice QR codes next to each activity. Each QR 
code links to a video example of the activity so you can see what it looks like in 
action.  

Please contact Katie Russell, King's Building Literacy Expert, with any questions.  
Email russellk@aaps.k12.mi.us 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Mon, Dec 24th – Fri, Jan 4th 

o No school for Holiday Break 

• Mon, Jan 7th 

o School resumes 

o PTO Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

o All are welcome and child care is 
provided free for school-aged 
children. 

• Fri, Jan 18th 

o Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
assembly. Time to be determined. 

• Mon, Jan 21st 

o Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
birthday celebrated 

o No School 

• Thurs, Jan 24th 

o Bingo and Chili Dinner 

o 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

• Wed, Jan 30th 

o Early release day; students are 
dismissed at 1:29 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear King Families,  
 !
I just want to take a moment to thank you for your continued 
support this year!  We have such a wonderful community of 
giving parents.  So many of you have given your time, talents and 
money to the PTO this year.  You are truly appreciated!!!  Still 
interested in getting more involved?  We’d love to have your 
help.  Contact me by email at JenLem4IU@gmail.com to discuss 
volunteer opportunities that might be a fit for you.  
  
Best,  

Jen McNamara, PTO President 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items that remain will 

be donated after school on the last Friday of each month. 

Save the date! 
King School Family Bingo Night 
 
Thursday, January 24 
5:30 - 7:00pm in the Multi-Purpose Room 
 
Parents and siblings are welcome to join! 
Bring your appetite and raise funds for Space Camp souvenirs 
by purchasing a bowl of chili for dinner!  More details to 
come in the next Enote. 



DREAM KEEPER  

Within the last several days there has been a great buzz at King 
School about our first Kingdom session Thursday!  Please be sure 
to ask your child about his/her Kingdom.   

What’s a Kingdom?   

Kingdoms are a group of King kids from ALL grades that come 
together to form a community! Each group consists of 16 
students and is facilitated by a King adult, including teachers, 
teacher assistants, office professional (aka Robyn), principals and 
custodian (aka Mr. Joe).  This group will remain together for 
each Kingdom session this year.   

WHY have Kingdoms? 

-to learn about students from all grade levels                      -to have even more friends! 

-more kids to play with on the playground                          -to say “hello!” in the hallways 

-have another adult that you know, trust and cares about you!       -to have fun! 

 

What’s the content and how many times throughout the year will the kids be participating in Kingdoms? 

We will host four more Kingdoms this year with the intent of teaching each of these important traits: 

King CARES! 

C - cooperation 

A - assertiveness 

R - responsibility 

E - empathy

S - self control 

Here are some of the students’ highlights from today’s Kingdom:  

• “seeing reading buddies” 
• “meeting new people” 
• “everyone said ‘Hi’ using names” 
• “new teachers I haven’t met” 
• “16 new friends” 
• “expressing feelings” 
• “cooperating” 
• “hopes and dreams” 
• “sharing” 
• “no king in the kingdom” 
• “kids of all ages” 
• “helping one another” 

KINGDOMS 

Parents/guardians, want the inside 

scoop on Kingdoms?  

You are invited to attend!  We would 

love to have volunteers on the 

morning of Kingdoms.  Your job would 

be to help students find 

their Kingdom classroom.  Please sign 

up to help with one or more of these 

special days!  We promise you will 

have fun and learn, too!   

Just sign up 

here:   https://tinyurl.com/yafhj2mc 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP TO BLAST OFF TO SPACE CAMP! 
 

 
 
Since 1999, the entire King 5th grade has attended Space Camp at the US Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama. King is 
the only public school in Michigan to offer this fantastic experience that has helped inspire our future engineers, doctors, scientists, 
poets, leaders, and scholars. 
 
With the help of the Space Camp Scholarship Fund, ALL King 5th graders who want to go to Space Camp can go, regardless of ability 
to pay. As the 5th grade teachers say, “We all go, or no one goes.” You can help this proud tradition to continue for years to come by 
donating what you can to keep the fund available to those who need it. Our goal for this year is $8000. So far, with $4000 pledged 
by 5th grade families and $1300 raised at last year’s ice cream social, we are only $2700 from our goal! 
 

With your donation, we will prominently display a star (up to $25), moon ($25-$50), supernova ($50-$100), or space shuttle 
(more than $100) with your family’s or child’s name on it at King to show our progress toward making this year’s trip a reality. 

Making a tax-deductible donation is easy. You can buy a star in person (using check, cash or credit) at various King events. Please 
go to https://kingpto.schoolauction.net/spacecamp2019/give/ to donate online or you can fill out the flyer that came 
home in your child’s Friday Folder and drop a check at the office. All donations are valued and will be acknowledged on our wall. 
Watch our progress as we reach for the stars! 

 

Questions? Ask Liz at lizbatteh@yahoo.com 
Carrie at carriersb@gmail.com       
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King International Night 2019 .                                 

Children Dancing Along! 

 

Yes, it is still time to  REGISTER. Please understand the last of 

last registration deadline set as Friday, January 11th, and here is why: let's allow all 

children enough time to practice and be at ease performing together with their friends on 

stage. 

 

Thank you to all of you parents who volunteer to lead dance practices every week after 

school hours for the children. So many children are now enjoying practicing for the show 

coming up Saturday, February 23rd 6PM at Pioneer High School. So simple! King 

International Night makes for truly good elementary school childhood memories.  

 

** Looking for a Lead-Parent for next year ... the show must go ON.**   

  

King.international.night@gmail.com  

* Support King PTO * 
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Anti-Bullying Club Dates! 

 

Parent Volunteer sign-up with new dates! 

                                    https://tinyurl.com/y7ttpapu 

2nd & 3rd 4th & 5th 

Fri, 1/18 Thurs, 1/17 

Wed, 2/20  Thurs, 2/14 

Thurs, 4/18 Wed, 4/17 

Thurs, 5/30 Wed, 5/29 

Mary Cooper | King Principal 

Heather Halabu | King Assistant Principal 

Jennifer Cole | Parent and Co-Facilitator 

Sarah Hong | Parent and Co-Facilitator 

Carly Ly | Parent and Co-Facilitator 
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EARLY RELEASE DAYS 

Again, for the 2018-19 school year, the Ann Arbor Public Schools has 

made the decision to have early release days throughout the school year. 

The reason is to provide additional opportunity for staff professional 

development.  Even with three after-school meetings each month, each just 80 minutes in length, there is not 

the kind of time necessary to delve deeply into the important topics and practices.  This time will be used well 

and wisely for the sake of your child’s education. 

Please make note of the Early Release days for the 18-19school year, with dismissal time being 1:29.   

• Wednesday, January 30 

• Wednesday, February 27 

• Wednesday, May 22 

You may want to consider King Care as an option on these early release days.  Children need to be 

registered at least two days prior.  Contact: kingchildsupervision@yahoo.com or 

kingchildcare.com 

 

Resources to help with screen time and technology:                                        

Fortnite, Boys and Self-Control by Dr. Sax in Psychology Today, May 12, 2018 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/sax-sex/201805/fortnite-boys-and-self-control 

Parenting the Fortnite Addict by Lisa Damour, NYT April 30, 2018 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/30/well/family/parenting-the-fortnite-addict.html 

The Tech-Wise Family, Everyday Steps to Putting Technology in Its Proper Place by Andy Crouch. Baker House 2017

Reclaiming Conversations:  The Power of Talk in a Digital Age by Sherry Turkle.  Penguin  2015 

Here is the letter above as an attachment:  technology  


